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Date: 12 June 2025

Sub: Citizens demand a Special Session of Parliament to discuss urgent issues related to the

terror attack in Pahalgam and recent developments

We, the undersigned 310 concerned citizens of India from all walks of life and across the
country, call upon the Government of India, to recommend to the President of India, to urgently
convene a week long Special Session of Parliament for a thorough debate and deliberation
on the terror attack in Pahalgam and India’s response to the same. Several MPs from the



opposition have already written to the Prime Minister demanding a Special Session of Parliament
and we fully support this demand.

We present the following eleven grounds justifying the urgent need for a special session of
Parliament:

1. Article 75(3) of the Constitution of India categorically holds that the Council of
Ministers is collectively responsible to the House of People. Therefore, the
Government of India is under a constitutional obligation to convene a Parliament session
at the earliest so that it can place before the people, via the Parliament, all the facts
related to the Pahalgam attack and Operation Sindoor.

2. While the nation congratulates our defence forces for their valour and achievements
within a short period of four days, it is important for our democracy to ensure that the
operational success of our defence forces is not hijacked by the political executive
for their ulterior electoral motives. Further, since the truce was first announced by the
American President, the assertions by the United States that the truce was achieved
because of trade deals contrast sharply with what the MEA has been saying. In terms of
the military action, we still do not know what exactly has been achieved strategically,
how much losses we suffered militarily and why. With respect to the Pahalgam attack
itself, we need to fix accountability for any security or intelligence lapses that led to
the attack.

3. Moreover, since the attack, we've seen rising communal violence against Kashmiris and
Muslims across the country, collective punishment towards families of supposed
militants, and heightened tensions between nuclear armed nations. We also note the
harassment of those advocating for peace, misuse of the law to suppress dissent,
irresponsible media coverage surrounding the attack and politicisation of military action.
The government must address these issues in Parliament.

4. If the Prime Minister can speak to the nation about Operation Sindoor, and various
politicians can comment at events, even the Chief of Defence Staff can speak to
international media, then there’s no reason the government should avoid answering
questions in Parliament.

5. While it is appreciated that the government has sent multi-party delegations of MPs to
countries across the world to strengthen India’s case, the process of transparent dialogue
between government and elected representatives on the floor of Parliament under full
public and media glare is equally, if not more, important. All party meetings behind



closed doors do not meet the constitutional threshold of public accountability and
transparency.

It must be noted that within a week of the terror attack, a one day special session of the
newly formed Jammu and Kashmir Legislative Assembly was called and even a
resolution was passed. During the 1962 India-China war, Atal Bihari Vajpayee had
demanded a special session of Parliament and the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
had agreed for the same. It is only befitting that given the extraordinary
circumstances, the present Indian Parliament also rises up to the occasion and
urgently convenes to place before the people of India all facts.

Since the attack, many civilians, military personnel, and government workers in border
areas suffered injuries and losses due to military actions from Pakistan. The government
needs to help them rebuild their lives and ensure their safety. It also must protect the
rights of all citizens, especially those expressing dissent or criticism. The government is
failing on all these counts and must face public scrutiny in Parliament.

Special sessions of Parliament are neither a novel concept nor inconvenient for the
government to immediately organise. The latest example of a special session is from
2023 when barely a month after the Monsoon Session ended, a special session was called
in the new Parliament building, to consider the women’s reservation bill, among other
items of business.

The Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs decides when sessions happen, and the
opposition has shown willingness to participate. The only barrier to calling this session
seems to be the government’s reluctance to face questions and it’s dismissive
attitude toward parliamentary democracy..

10. Convening a special session will also be an opportunity for the government to reverse

11.

the regressive trend of decreasing number of parliament sittings. In the first two
decades since independence, Parliament would sit for an average of 120 days in a year. In
the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-24), this came down to only 55 days on average in a year.

Since Parliament sessions are getting shorter, the government’s argument that
whatever questions have to be raised about Operation Sindoor can be raised in the
Monsoon Session does not stand. In any session of Parliament, even in the absence of
any extraordinary situation, there are hundreds of questions and issues to be raised from
all across the country. Opportunities to engage in longer and complicated debates and
deliberations have shrunk already and ordinarily MPs barely get a few minutes to speak



on issues of public importance. Therefore a special session focused on raising questions
and debating the issues elaborated in this letter is the need of the hour.

It was expected that the government would have itself proactively convened a session. Instead,
the government has chosen to announce the dates of Monsoon Session many weeks in advance
(21 July - 12 August). However, that makes no difference since the proposed dates are in line
with the usual timelines of Monsoon Session. What would have made a real difference would
have been to convene a much longer Monsoon Session starting from June itself.

Therefore, the government is strongly urged to uphold its constitutional duty, observe the
democratic traditions and convene a special session of Parliament at the earliest. This Citizens'
demand is made with the sole intention, and in the interest of maintaining the democratic
standards of this Republic. The Parliament Session is necessary to sustain the absolute
responsibility of the Government of India to be answerable to the people of India under all
circumstances, particularly in the view that hostilities have now ceased. For all those special
issues regarding the conflict that the Government does not wish to make public due to security
concerns, it may clearly articulate that position to the people of India.

The failure to convene a special session now will be a betrayal of the hopes and expectations
of the people of India. We the people of India demand answers and accountability from our

government.

Yours sincerely,

Name of signatory City Profession / Organisation (If
any)
Aakash Kolkata
Ananya Aerra Hyderabad Student
Aysha Delhi Right to Food Campaign
Dinesh Jodhpur
Muskaan Delhi
Saileena Kolkata
Maanik Mahna New Delhi Film maker
Subhransu Kumar Panda Roorkee
Carina Delhi
Sonu Yadav Delhi
Tushar A. Gandhi Mumbai President Mahatma Gandhi




Foundation

Nikita Naidu Hyderabad
Sandhya gokhale Mumbai IT professional
Aayush Soni New Delhi
Noor Sridhar Bangalore Eddelu Karnataka
Varsha Medchal
Sameet Panda Bhubaneswar
Dennis John Cochin
Tara Rao Bengaluru Active citizen
Chayanika Shah Mumbai Retired Lecturer
Adrian Dcruz New Delhi Non Profit Researcher
Ashok Maridas Bengaluru Documentary Filmmaker
Shreya Sunny Pune, Maharashtra Lawyer
Chaitra S Bangalore
A Malhotra Delhi
Gautam Ganesh Delhi
Dr Ashok Kumar Somal Kangra Loktantrilzllliia}llsé}gmirman
Adv Dr Shalu Nigam Delhi NCR Lawyer
Meena Gupta Hyderabad Retired civil servant
Arjun Sen Andretta
Meena Gupta Hyderabad Retired civil servant
Meenakshi Sharma
Sarbendu Guha Kolkata
Meera Sanghamitra Hyderabad Nati&ns\l/ﬁileiszc(egiﬁﬁ)p et
SOSA KOSHY BANGALORE ARCHITECT
Sujata Gothoskar Mumbai Research
N Madhavan Kutty Kochi Senior Media person
Akil Khatri Chhota Udepur, Gujarat
Manthan Jamshedpur Janmukti sangharsha vahini
Dr s Ml e
Dr Ruchika Sharma Delhi Historian




Indian Community Activists

Dipak Dholakis Delhi Network (ICAN)
Guddi SL Mumbai Hum Bharat ke Log
Arundhati Dhuru Lucknow
Dr Sandeep Pandey Lucknow Vice Presicz)e?‘ins(;)izialist Party
Prof.(rtd) Hira Paul Gangnegi Delhi East. REIEE Prgffe[s)i(f}r;ipniversity
Sujata Chakraborty Mumbai
Basharat Mahdi Rizvi Mumbai
Shiburaj AK Kozhikode Journalist
Jyotsna Delhi Citizen's For Democracy
Madhu Bhaduri New Delhi Retired Ambassador of India
Praveer Peter Ranchi S Kagg;;oi); 5S¢
Hemanth Kumar Shenoy Bangalore Banker ujj ivsélnimall finance
Usman Mumbai
Shewli Kumar Mumbai
Amarbir singh Delhi Retired
Sudha Bharadwaj Mumbai Lawyer and Trade Unionist
Prasad Chacko Ahmedabad el Uniop s (Chorl
Liberties
Former Professor of
Rajiv Gupta Jaipur Sociology University of
Rajasthan Jaipur
Shabnam Hashmi Delhi Social Activist
Guman Singh Kullu Himalaya Niti Abhiyan
Ashok Verma Ranchi Nagriknf; ?ll(llill;fdsamiti
Prasenjit Bose Kolkata Economist
Gova Rathod Junagadh Social activist
Solomon Dumka Social work
Siwangini Delhi Research scholar
Khairunnisha Ahmedabad Social worker
Navrekha Sharma New Delhi Govt. Service(retired)




Manish Chandi Mapusa Social ecologist
Swathi Bengaluru Research Fellowship
Arundhati Dharwad
Shashi Shekhar Singh Delhi Teaching Faculty
Pragati Mohapatra Delhi Teacher
Akshay Lakhi Mumbeai
Janaki Nair Bengaluru Professor of History Retd
Shashi Shekhar Prasad Singh Ghaziabad %Z;%?;;g;ﬁ%ﬁ?;ﬁi
Roop Rekha Verma Lucknow Voice raiser, Saajhi Duniya
Manisha Banerjee SANTINIKETAN RZ:E;};E% I;Ek/ia{)nﬁf;l;n
Ebin Kochi Freelancer
Motahar Hossain New Delhi PO, Supr'eme Lo oit
India
Veeraiah Konduri Hyderabad Editor, The Wire Telugu
Kumar Narendra Singh Delhi Journalist
Hyderbaig Mugabala (village ) Farmi;;ri%ail?[i)sation
Sunkara Venkateswara Rao Hyderabad
Sanjana G Mumbai
Ajay Kumar Rath Angul Retired PSB employee
Yasho Nath Jha Ranchi
Sudhir Pal Ranchi Social Service
Academician, President,
Ramesh Dixit Lucknow Sgi\ﬁsgilbﬁ?;;ﬁo&:; S’rh
Pradesh
Kulandai Chennai Professor
Venkitesh Ramakrishnan Delhi Journalist
Abdur Rafique Kolkata Freelance Researcher
Ninad Bhandari Hadpasar, Pune Consulting surgeon
Human Rights,
Cedric Prakash Ahmedabad Reconciliation & Peace
Activist / Writer
A.B.Venkateswara Rao Vijayawada Retired Police Officer




Writer, All India Secular

Ram Puniyani Mumbai Forum
Nagaragere Ramesh Bengaluru Karnataka Janashakti
Kennedy Trichy Advocate

Balasangameshwara Bangalore Urban
Vollepore
Swati Narayan Mumbai Academic
Amit Bhaduri Delhi110091 Retired professor, JNU
Jaya Mumbai
R A Janab Bangalore Activities KPO
Ramesh Patnaik Guntur Meluko Andhra Pradesh
Women's rights activist,
Ammu Abraham Mumbai Forum against oppression of
Women
Subhasis Bandyopadhyay Howrah ITEST, Shibpur
N Manu Chakravarthy Bangalore
Dr Rashid hussain Patna Professor
J S Sudhakarudu Hyderabad
PhD Research Scholar and
Utsarjana Mutsuddi Panaji Guest Faculty (Cultural
studies)
Bolan Gangopadhyay Kolkata Freelzggiea{(zg?jilsift and
Anand Prasad Bengaluru Self employed
Monica Vadodara Researcher
Suma Nagpur
LAXMI;;]::A‘SIXAYANA VIJAYAWADA
Munavar Bangalore
SIRIMANE NAGARAJ BENGALURU Jfﬁiggi?(%l
HEMALATHA SHENOY K. BENGALURU MAHILA MUNNADE
Mohammed Sajeer Palakkad
Nalini Nayak New Delhi
Raja Hamsa Bangalore
Sathya S Bengaluru Communication Consultant




Amitabha Basu New Delhi Retired scientist, CSIR-NPL
o Advocacy for Rights and
Alok Agnihotri Advocate UNNAO U.P. Justice / PUCL, UP
K P Fabian Delhi
Kopparthy Venkata Ramana .
Murthy Hyderabad Freelance writer
Suresha B Bengaluru Playwright & Film Maker
Vimala K S Bengaluru
Abha bhaiya Dharamshala Woman's ! 1ghts activist - One
Billion Rising
Jyothi A Bengaluru NFIW
3. Ombrahmam Hanamkonda, Warangal,
Telangana State
Komal saigal New Delhi
Zia Bengaluru
Babita Rastogi Navi Mumbai Doctor
Veena Bakshi Mumbai Filmmaker
Rohit Negi Chandigarh
Shivangi Shikhar Delhi Social Worker and
Researcher
Braj Kishore Jha Noida NELE Su‘st.a ey
Activist
Anu N Mumbai
Thelma Lobo Mumbai Teacher
PARDEEP LARROYA Mohali Retd bank officer
Vijayanand Vijayawada
Amitadyuti Kumar Calcutta Retired Teacher
World Anthropology
. . Congress and International
Sl e ey Dl Union for Anthropological
and Ethnographic Sciences
K Padma Rani Hyderabad
Rihan Shareef Bengaluru Public Policy Professional
Karan Shewale Mumbai
N ey Gt Gl Academic (retd) currently,

WCCES-Sr. Vice President




Socorro Panaji,Goa
S Das Wayanad Scientist
D John Dheepak Chennai Insurance Agent
Sudhakararao Putrevu Srikakulam
V SRINIVASA KUMAR SRIKAKULAM LIC Development Officer
Anjali Bhopal
Arun Kumar Gurgaon Retd Professor
Pyara Lal Garg Chandigarh Surgeon
Santokh Gill Sudhar, District Ludhiana BGVS
Rukmini Rao Hyderabad Feminiég,nlzslx;ilc:pment
CAPT G S GHUMAN CHANDIGARH Y
Jaipal Singh Ludhiana Retd Associate professor

Dr Manjit Singh Randhawa

retired civil surgeon

Patiala, Punjab, India

Sabal kumar New Delhi Retired
CC Bosco Andrade Bangalore Counselor
Rajinder Singh Taggar SAS Nagar (Mohali) Journalist
Tahir Lucknow Doctor
Lumina da Costa Almeida Goa Senior Citizen
Goutam Dass Kolkata Publishing Professional
Shankar Bangalore AICCTU
Meghnad S Delhi Youtuber & Journalist
Susan John Kichi
R K Singh Lucknow Retired Senior citizen
DEVINDER SINGH Ludhiana
Sunil Delhi Retired
Dr. Santosh Mudgil Rohtak \I;irgeslien(ilerslzr]r?il‘:irga?y};ir;
Jagriti Rahi Varanasi Social/political worker
Shiraz Pune PUCL
Viren Jaipur Teacher
Asha Puri New Delhi Retired teacher INU

Anindita Sarbadhicari

Kolkata




Kiran

Ranchi

Social activist

Peter Gorgonio Tony Melo

Fernandes Pune. Maharashtra Teacher
Siddhartha Mitra Delhi Architect
Satish kalra Hisar Retiredr]flri(gfgisi(()){,o;;terinary
Khaja Rasheediddin Delhi Journalist
Stephen T Jacob Kochi Chartered Accountant
Jayant Varanasi
Sandeep mahiya Fatehabad Teacher
Shushima Bangalore
Minakshi Port Blair ZS1
Vardhan Meerut Lawyer
Sushil kumar Ara LOktantriKbi?;z: Nirman
Archana Diixit Delhi Retd Associate Professor DU
Javed Faridi Delhi Retired Journalist
Vinay Sreenivasa Bangalore Advocate
Ayub Mohammed Warangal ﬁgj}i&fggi&rﬁii‘%
Syed Tousif Masood Bangalore Bahutva Karnataka
Nusrat Jamal Lucknow
Hannah Bengaluru
Bob bha Basti
Zamir Khan Sydney
Mohini Mullick New Delhi Teaching
Vandana Prasad Noida Doctor
SOCIAL ACTIVIST,
GURPREET SINGH CHANDIGARH KENDRI SRI GURU SINGH
SABHA
Mahesh Ashok Shinge Belagavi Activist
Debjani M Bangalore Student
N. Rajaram Vadodara Retired
Vas Bangalore Citizen
Rashmi Bangalore Trainer




SC Singh Lucknow Retd Bilrl;lixjfgfe\;e & Ex
Ridhima Sodhi New Delhi
Manogna Bangalore
Aslam Lucknow Retired
gﬁggj’g{{%ﬁg{ FARIDABAD ARCHITECT
Pushpendra Patna Former Professor
Geet Mumbai
Mohammed Salman Faiz Bangalore
Jaspreet Singh Gurugram
LIS PR Panaji Goa Retired I.A.S. Officer
(Retd)
Jashodhara Dasgupta Nainital
Parbeen Kaur Delhi
Manjeshwar Udupi
Raghunandan Hegde Bombay
Manasi Pingle Bangalore
Suhani Srivastava Lucknow
Balwinder Singh Jammu Chandigarh Journalism
Shivya Khanna Lucknow Student
Jaspal Singh Sidhu Chandigarh Journalist
Ajai Singh Lucknow
MANIJIT SINGH BAL Mohali Retired professor
Samyuktha G Hyd
Mohan bengaluru Student
Jagdeep Chhokar New Delhi
Afreen Khan Mumbai Lawyer
A P Josy Dalli-Rajhara Advocate
Qudsia Tabassum Hyderabad Advocate (Hum foundation)
Y.Moses Bengaluru Social Worker
Maansi V Delhi Lawyer
Sushmita Delhi Retired
Bhumish Khudkhudia Thane




GARGI SHANKAR Indore
Anil Chennai
Gaurav Komera Mumbeai Software engineer
Shaurya Uboveja Saraipali
Sam Kirubakar P Chennai
Manila Karnal
Swapnil Ghose Kolkata
P. Roy Bengaluru
Annika Jaiswal Ghaziabad
Tapan Padhi Bhubaneshwar Mission Justice Party
Nilay Mumbeai
Yamuna Kali Bangalore Actor, writer
Swathi K Bangalore Architect
Pranjal Agarwal Allahabad Student
Narayanan.S. Bengaluru
Anamika Singh Noida
Shubham Kaushal Ahmedabad Lawyer and Researcher
Kajal Chaudhary delhi Student
Amit Kumar Mitra Kolkata
Deeksha Arora New Delhi
Jyothykumar Subramanian Thane Medical Doctor
Priya Thane Medical practitioner
Lalitha Krishnan Mumbai Retired Professor of English
Mohan Gopalakrishna Bangalore
Ravi S. Washington, DC Former EPA
Harmeet Ranchi Entrepreneur
Bhavna Thane
Vedika Goa
Megha Bengaluru
Pooja Reddy Delhi
Hannan Mollah Delhi Kisan Movement
Sankar pal Durgapur
Dr Suhas Kolhekar Pune Climate and Social Justice

and Health Rights Activist.




Rahul New delhi Engineer
Siddharth Singh New Delhi GEELL Al Ll
Chandni India
Dolly Majumder Delhi Retired
M Kotval Mumbai
Yash Marwah Mumbai
Navdeep Ahmedabad Academic
Reggie Gomes Santa Cruz, Panjim, Goa. Social Activist
Gautam Sonti Bangalore Independent filmmaker
Veena Pinto Mumbeai Professional
Akshay Atmaram Tarfe Mumbai
S V PULLA reddy Anantapur Professor
Vijay Sehrawat Delhi Youth For Climate India
Dr.Sudhir Vombatkere Mysuru
Manisha Shastri Delhi Policy Researcher
Gnanadesikan Trichy Advocate AICCTU
Raja Chandra Hyderabad
Shasoja Patel Bengaluru Advocate
M K Metri Bangalore Advocate
Meenal Tatpati Pune Consultant
Sarthak Singhal Indore
Khalilur Rehaman Dharwad NAJAR
Raman V Ramaiyer Raipur
Ashutosh Jalan Gandhinagar Governance Consultant
Kushagra Bengaluru
Yashi Lakhimpur-Kheri PhD Scholar
Syed Irfan Hyderabad telangana
Gangadhar Mulgund Bengaluru Lawyer
Bhuvaneswari Chennai Left Trade Union Centre
Reema Menezes Dharwad Student
Ashish Kothari Pune Research
RAVI KANT BHARTI Ballia CEO & Founder
Laavanya Delhi




Associate Professor (Retd),

Nandita Narain NOIDA St.Stephen's College, Delhi
University

Kishwer Pune Retired

Madhu Prasad New Delhi pes aSS(.)01at.e Prqfessor
Delhi University
. Social Activist (IHA - Indian
Sandeep Verma Delhi Hawkers Alliance)
Latif New delhi Business




